THE FIRST BAPTIST CONNECTION
DECEMBER 2020

News and Updates for our Family in Christ
Find us on-line at: fbchloom.org, youtube.com/fbcbloomfield; or facebook.com/groups/fbcbloom
On-line giving is available here: Tithe.ly
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Updated guidance for those gathering in-person at FBC:

e Please wear a face covering for worship as a gift of love to those around you. Exceptions include:
o Children under age 5 in worship services.
o Worship service leaders and Sunday school teachers only while leading/teaching.
o All children’s SS classes while in SS classrooms.
o Outdoor gatherings.

e Please observe social distancing when possible and move conversations outdoors.
o Sanctuary seating is every-other-row. Please allow six feet between families/households.
o No food or drink is available in the narthex.

e Please do not attend if you or someone in your immediate household has symptoms of COVID-19 or has recently tested

positive.
e An offering box is available in the narthex but is not being passed during the service.

We encourage anyone who is unable to attend in-person to participate online:

e Links for live worship services are posted weekly at Facebook.com/groups/fbcbloom.
e Recorded worship services are available to the public at YouTube.com/fbcbloomfield.
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BIRTHDAYS

3@ Jeff Coffin 11™ Carolyn Sullivan 17" Tony Resler 26" Peytyn Lanz
John Cummings 12" Lois Kirchoff 18" Virginia Hendrix 28" Donna Miller
Dixie Hudson 13" Betty Dean 19" Shawn Hughes Mark Mullins

5% John Bailey 15" Josie Hudson 20" Paul Stewart 315" Bruce Porter

61 Leslie Ayers 17" Steve Clark 22" Brandt Hudson Tiffany Brooks
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ANNIVERSARIES
17" Scott & Becky Dayhoff
18" Bruce & Carla Porter
20" Walter & Sylvia Pischel
26™ Alan & Janet Brown
31** Richard & Brenda Nichols
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http://www.fbcbloom.org/
http://www.youtube.com/fbcbloomfield
file:///C:/Users/Secretary/Desktop/Newsletters/2020%20Newsletters/facebook.com/groups/fbcbloom
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/
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Blessing Box Needs

Our Blessing Box ministry is in need of hygiene and cleaning items. We also try to stock diapers and wipes. Locally, the
Dollar General and CVS have $1 aisles for toothpaste, toothbrushes, soap, dishwashing soap, laundry detergent etc. If
it is more convenient for you, donations may also be made by check or through on-line giving at Tithe.ly Thank you
for your prayers and support. Any questions call Cheri Graf 812-384-8980.
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Riley Hospital Donations in Memory of Caleb Schmidt

Our church family is invited to help support Riley Hospital by donating toys, crafts, or books in memory of Caleb
Schmidt for their annual toy drive. When you choose a gift, remember the patients range in age from infants and
toddlers to teen-agers. These donations will be transported to Riley by Jayklin (Graf) Claus on December 16. Next
Sunday there will be a table set up in the narthex for your donations. Thank you for supporting Riley Hospital!
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NEW Daycare Fundraiser: Dillman Farm

If tasty pumpkin rolls didn’t tickle your fancy, we have another gift giving idea for you. Why not try a Dillman Farm
Build Your Own Gift Box?!! Choose your own combo of 2 for $15 or 3 for $20. Your combo set will come gift boxed,
including a bow. Perfect for gifting! (Check out the sample box in the narthex.) There are 29 options to choose from
such as apple or pumpkin butter; fruit preserves; BBQ sauces; mustards and salsas. An order form is included with this
email or you may call the office and speak to Brenda. Orders and payments will be due by 14 December. Orders will
be available for pick up on December 19, or at church on Sunday, December 20.


https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/1400550

A Note from Pastor Nathan

“Forget the former things, do not dwell on the past.
See, | am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?
I am making a way in the desert and streams in the wasteland.
Isaiah 43:18-19 (NIV “84)

This morning | was once again walking a familiar gravel road in Greene County, somewhere between a train bridge and
an eagle’s nest. Winter, by all appearances, had arrived. All of the leaves were down. Rain had just stopped falling.
Clouds filled the sky. A blustery wind chilled the air. It was cold, bleak, lonely, and barren. Hopeless, you might say.

And then | just started smiling. And laughing.
I know what comes next!

Having walked that path many times in all seasons, I know that spring is coming. It won’t be long before buds adorn the
hillsides and blossoms fill the valley. The whole place will be teeming with life.

In fact, there is plenty of life in the present barrenness, if you are willing to look for it. Small flocks of blue jays,
cardinals, bluebirds, and juncos were huddled here and there. Deer darted up the hill for fear, apparently, of me. An
eagle scolded a red-shouldered hawk for flying too close to its preferred perch. And cattle were groaning in the distance.

I share all of this with you as we wind down the clock on what has been, by many accounts, a difficult year. Obviously
you are aware of the global and national challenges, which in some sense have impacted us all. But there are other things
that we as a congregation have endured: cancer; grief, surgeries; treatments; Parkinson’s; anxiety; depression;
miscarriage; not being able to be with loved ones during hospitalizations, holidays, worship services, or dying moments;
sudden changes in life circumstances; moving to new homes and missing old ones; loss; pain; family strife; loneliness.

If we have the capacity for feeling discouraged, 2020 has exposed it, even in the most optimistic of us.

The good news is we know what comes next. After death comes resurrection. After pruning comes new shoots. After
winter comes spring. This is how God operates.

In the passage above Isaiah is offering a forecast. Actually, he had been offering a forecast, of exile to Babylon. The
people will be ripped from their homeland and hauled far away. It will last a long time. Things will seem hopeless. But
in the extended forecast, God will not be stopping there. He will make a way in the desert and streams in the wasteland.
God is bringing new life and hope!

I don’t intend to glibly gloss over your real pain from 2020. I know this year has been hard. Some among us have been
so wounded by this year that the sting and sorrow may reverberate for quite some time to come. | neither minimize that
nor dismiss that. Healthy grieving processes ebb and flow and persist. | do not suggest that we simply try to block out
the hurt of 2020. Rather, | recommend that we name that pain honestly, and then name it for the framework within
which it rests: the unfailing love of our mighty God. In His hands, nothing is truly hopeless.

In the spirit of Isaiah 43:19, let’s pray for eyes to see the “new things” that God is doing. Let’s pray for eyes of faith,
which can see before the new things are even visible. Let’s pray for the courage to keep on walking, come what may,
because of the One who is with us always.

After all, we know how the story ends. “Behold, I am making all things new! Write it down, for these words are
trustworthy and true.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!

Grace and peace,

Nathan
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