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Enjoy It
The opposite of joyful is silly.  There is infinite division between those who “are joyful in going to Heaven” and those who “are joyful of eternity in Heaven” – the pursuit of not going to Hell is shallow compared to the love of wanting to be with Jesus for the rest of eternity.

If you stop trying to find joy, you cannot love God OR people.  The problem isn’t that we want to be happy, but rather that we don’t want to be happier.  We like to fit into norms and not step out on a branch to experience something that could bring more happiness.  Often times we like our comfort more than we should and fall prey to it.  We need to let our passion for joy be bigger so that we can only find joy in GREAT things (God.)  We become far too easily pleased and should rather be on a daily quest for ultimate everlasting joy but instead our happiness has shrunk.  It is filled far too easily and by anything besides God.
God’s teachings of joy:

1. If we aren’t all satisfied in God, we’re not glorifying Him. Phil 1:21 – “For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.” We want Christ to be magnified in our body and die for His gain. Phil 1:23 also talks about Paul being hard pressed to want to be with Christ.

2. God commands you to be happy. “Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth.” – Psalm 100:1. “I delight greatly in the LORD.” – Isaiah 61:10.
3. God threatens terrible things if we’re not joyful. Deut 28:47 – “Because you did not serve the LORD your God joyfully and gladly in the time of prosperity, therefore in hunger and thirst, in nakedness and dire poverty, you will serve the enemies the LORD sends against you.”

4. The nature of faith teaches us to seek joy in God. John Piper says that if you come to get from the Lord rather than to give, you blaspheme Him. John 6:35 – “He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty.” Believing means to come to Christ to be satisfied.

5. The nature of evil teaches us to seek out our Joy in God. Jeremiah 2:13 demonstrates this perfectly. Evil makes us taste the foundation of life in God. We turn to the desert (evil) and suck on the sand to get a drink knowing it is unsatisfying and won’t quench our thirst. Only He can quench our needs yet we foolishly lean on ourselves.
6. The nature of conversion teaches us to seriously chase joy. Philippians 3:8 speaks on this by saying that everything is a loss compared to Christ our Lord for who we lose all things but gain everything. This is also shown in the story of the man who finds the treasure hidden in the field. Matthew 13:44 – “The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hit it again, and then in his JOY went and sold all he had and bought that field.”
7. Jesus teaches self denial through everlasting joy. Mark 8:34-35 – “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and the gospel will save it.” Jesus speaks of us being the “temporary loser” who will undoubtedly gain it all!

8. God Himself offers the fullest and longest pleasure. Psalm 16:11 – “You make known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence, with eternal pleasures at your right hand.”

9. We are called to love people which teaches us to pursue joy.  This call causes us to pursue MAX joy. 
10. If we pursue our fullest enjoyment in God, we satisfy Him. “Doing our duty to God doesn’t honor Him.” – John Piper. This is because we don’t love God because we are SUPPOSED to love Him; we love God because of what He has done for us.
The point to reflect on here is that God is not a stern god looking to punish us but, rather He WANTS us to seek joy in Him. He wants us to be satisfied in Him. The pursuit of all and forever in God in heaven is the most joyful thing we can seek. God wants us to delight in Him and be joyFULL.
